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Guidelines for Authors of Biophysics 

 
Biophysics is a peer-reviewed journal that publishes new original experimental and theoretical 

data, as well as reviews. Short communications containing new data requiring rapid publication 
may also be submitted to the journal. The journal is published six times per year under the 
supervision of the Russian Academy of Sciences and Institute of Cell Biophysics of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. The focus of the journal is molecular biophysics, cell biophysics, and 
biophysics of complex systems. 

The manuscript must be accompanied by a completed copyright transfer agreement. The blank 
for copyright transfer agreement can be downloaded from the publishers’s website. The agreement 
enters into force if and when the manuscript is accepted for publication. Accompanying documents 
should be sent in digital form. The completed copyright transfer agreement should be scanned and 
e-mailed to the editorial board. If the manuscript makes use of previously published data (figures, 
tables, schemes, etc.), it should be accompanied by the written permission of the copyright owner. 
A cover letter should also accompany each manuscript. 

The ethics policy of Biophysics implies that falsification and fabrication of data, plagiarism, and 
self-plagiarism are not acceptable. 

Manuscripts that are not prepared in accordance with these guidelines may be returned to the 
authors without peer review and consideration by the editorial board.  

 

Format of Manuscripts 

I. Each manuscript and all of the accompanying documents should be submitted by e-mail 
(biofizika@psn.ru). Files should be compressed into an archive. The text should be prepared 
in Microsoft Word. 

II. The following structure of the manuscript is recommended: title; list of authors; authors’ 
affiliations, including address; e-mail addresses for correspondence; abstract; keywords (no 
more than six); list of abbreviations used in the manuscript; text of the article with standard 
sections (Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusions, and 
Acknowledgments); list of references; tables (numbered using Arabic numerals in the order 
they appear in the text); list of figure captions; figures (numbered using Arabic numerals in 
the order they appear in the text). Full contact details of the corresponding author should be 
submitted as a separate file (address, phone number, and e-mail address). 

III. Electronic versions of figures should be submitted in JPEG or TIFF format. Figures 
prepared in Corel Draw are also acceptable. If the quality of images does not fit the journal 
format, the manuscript may be returned for improvement. Color figures can be reproduced 
in the print version of the journal only in grayscale. 

IV. Mathematical formulas should be typed in the editor embedded in Microsoft Word. It is 
recommended to use exponent presentation instead of the mathematical “root” symbol. Each 
new formula should be given on a  new line and numbered on the right-hand side of the 
page. 

V. Chemical structural formulas should be numbered by Roman numerals in parentheses in the 
order they appear in the text. 

VI. Units of measure must comply with the International System of Units (SI). 

VII. The captions of figures and tables should be sufficient to interpret them without additional 
information in the text. 
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VIII. References in the text should be presented in square brackets and numbered sequentially as 
they appear in the text. If a reference is in a figure caption, its number also should 
correspond to the logical ordering in the article. 

 

List of References 

Books: 
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Collections of papers: 

2. D. G. Knorre and O. I. Lavrik, in Theory and Practice in Affinity Techniques, Ed. by P. V. 
Sundaram and F. Eckstein (Academic Press, London, 1978), pp. 169–188. 

Journal articles: 

3. M. A. Castanho, N . C. Santos, and L.M . Loura, Eur. Biophys. J. 26, 253 (1997). 

 

Upon Acceptance 

I. Only the results of completed research are considered by the editorial board. Every 
manuscript is subjected to peer review. Minor corrections to spelling, nomenclature or 
formatting can be made by the editor without an author’s consent. 

II. If the text or graphics requires substantial corrections, the manuscript will be returned to the 
authors for revision. If the revised manuscript is received by the editorial board within three 
months from the date of primary decision, the date of first submission is indicated in the 
printed version. 

III. When corrections recommended by the editor are made, the improved manuscript should be 
sent to the editorial board with a letter that describes all of the corrections. 

IV. The editorial board reserves the right to reject a manuscript for the following reasons: 

1. The scientific content of the paper is outside the journal scope. 

2. The aims of the research are not clearly stated. 

3. The language and logic of presentation make the content of the manuscript unclear. 

4. The format of the manuscript does not meet the journal requirements. 

5. Ethical guidelines are not met. 


